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Lead Paint Comes With a 
Lifetime Guarantee.  It’ll Do 
Damage for Generations.

What’s on your walls?

For more information, contact the Office of Pollution Control P.O. Box 2261 Jackson, MS 39225  
www.mdeq.ms.gov    

601-961-5171 or 1-877-671-7139



• Lead was added to paint for color and durability
• Lead-based paint was commonly used on wood 
exteriors and on interior trim work:

Window sashes and frames
Doors and door frames
High-gloss wall surfaces in kitchens and 
bathrooms

• Almost all painted metals were primed with red 
lead (lead tetroxide) or painted with lead-based 
paints    

Lead-Based Paint : 
A Brief History



Lead-Based Paint : 
A Brief History Cont.

• Lead-based paint was used from 1884-1978
• Before 1955, white house paint contained 

up to 50% lead (lead carbonate)
• 83-86% of all homes built in the U.S. 

before 1978 still have lead-based paint in 
them

• In 1998, 42-47 million houses in the U.S. 
still contained lead-based paint
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Lead-based Paint Ban

In 1978 the federal government 
banned lead-based paint for residential uses.  
The industry had been phasing it out for 
years, but the ban was effective January 1, 
1978.

NOTE: It is not banned for commercial or 
industrial uses.
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• Very Hazardous to Children
 Damages the brain and central nervous 

system; can cause decreased intelligence, 
reading and learning difficulties, behavioral 
problems and hyperactivity.

 Damage can be irreversible, affecting 
children throughout their lives.

• Hazardous to Pregnant Women.
 Lead passes across the placental barrier 

poisoning the fetus in the womb.
 If the woman was exposed to lead as a 

child, stored lead in her bones can leach 
back into her blood and poison the fetus in 
the womb.

What Health Risk and Health 
Effects are Related
to Lead Exposure?

Note: Volumetric analysis of whole 
brain MRI data revealed significant 
decreases in brain volume associated 
with childhood blood lead 
concentrations. Ref.PLoS 
medicine.org/article/info%



Additional Heath 
Effects of Lead Exposure

• Lead is Also Hazardous to Workers and 
Other Adults
 High Blood Pressure
 Loss of Sex Drive and/or capability.
 Physical Fatigue
 And even Death

• Lead Exposure Can Cause Permanent 
Damage.



Symptoms Of Lead Poisoning 
are Not Always Obvious

• Symptoms are easily misinterpreted by medical 
personnel, thus delaying effective treatment and 
increasing the likelihood of permanent physical 
and mental damage.

• Only sure way to determine lead poisoning is to 
take a blood lead level (BLL) test.



What is MDEQ doing about the
Lead-based Paint Problem?

• The MS Legislature has passed statutes that make it 
illegal for any company that is not State Certified by 
MDEQ to perform work that disturbs lead-based 
paint.

• All paint in residential buildings and child occupied 
facilities built before 1978 must be considered to 
contain lead until it has been tested.



The MS LBP Regulations
• Addresses activities that disturb lead-based paint in target housing and 

child-occupied facilities. It is the primary source of lead-contaminated 
dust in housing.

• Firms working in pre-1978 homes and child-occupied facilities
must be certified by MDEQ and use lead-safe work practices 

during renovations.
• The homeowner that resides in the home may conduct the renovation 

activity, but if a contractor is involved or any portion of the residence is 
occupied by a non-family member, the RRP regulations must be 
complied with.



Dust and Debris is the 
Major Problem

• Renovation activities that disturb lead-based 
paint create dust and debris. 

• Lead contaminated dust is very poisonous.
• Very small amounts of lead-contaminated dust 

can poison children and adults.
– Children swallow dust during ordinary play activities.
– Adults swallow or breathe dust during work 

activities.
• Workers can bring lead-contaminated dust 

home and poison their families.



A Little Dust Goes a Long 
Way

• You can’t see it.
• It’s hard to sweep up.
• And, it travels.

One gram of lead-based paint dust can 
contaminate an average size 
bedroom!



Lead From Paint, Dust and Soil 
Is Dangerous If Not Managed 

Properly

• Fact: Lead exposure can harm young 
children and babies even before they are 
born.

• Fact: Even children who seem healthy can 
have high levels of lead in their bodies.

• Fact: People can get lead in their bodies by 
breathing or swallowing lead dust, or by 
eating soil or paint chips containing lead.



Additional Facts

• Fact: People have many options for reducing 
lead hazards.  In most cases, lead-based 
paint that is in good condition is not a 
hazard.

• Fact: Removing lead-based paint improperly 
can increase the danger to your family.



What Paint is Regulated?

• According to the Regulations, ALL Paint, Stains and
Varnishes in pre-1978 targeted housing and Child-
Occupied Facilities is considered to contain Lead
unless it is proven (through testing) otherwise. The
testing must be conducted by State Certified
Renovators, Inspectors or Risk Assessors.

• Testing by Renovators is not accepted by HUD.



Regulated Structures

Target Housing is a pre-1978 built home or 
residential unit.

A Child-Occupied Facility is a pre-1978 
building that meets certain criteria. Examples 
include schools, daycares, head starts, etc.   



Who is Responsible for
Complying with the Regulations?

• The contractor who disturbs the paint

• The landlord & their staff working on residential
properties built before 1978

• The rental property owner that leases or rents the
property to the Child Care Giver
All are responsible for complying 
with the regulations.



Activities Subject to the Lead 
Renovation, Repair and Painting 

Program 
• In general, any activity that 

disturbs paint in pre-1978 
housing and child-occupied 
facilities, such as: 

• Remodeling and repair/maintenance

• Painting

• Window replacement

• Plumbing, Electrical, or HVAC work

• Winterization activities



Additional Regulated Activities

Activities that are also regulated but most
people would not think of include:

• Removal or replacement of architectural features
such as interior trim, cabinets, etc.

• Work on sheds and other out-buildings.
• Roofing work if it disturbs painted soffits or trim.



RRP Regulations
Require The Following:

• Pre-renovation Education 

• Training and Certification

• Lead Safe Work Practice 
Standards



Pre-Renovation Education 
Requirements

Those who are required to distribute 
lead pamphlets before starting 
renovation activities include:
– Contractors
– Property managers
– Others who perform renovations in 

regulated structures built before 
1978:

• Residential houses
• Apartments 
• Child-occupied facilities



Certification Requirements 
• All Renovation Firms and 

Renovators must be 
certified by MDEQ in 
order to be licensed to 
perform work in 
Mississippi.
– Renovators must 

successfully complete a 
State approved training 
course

– Employees must be 
trained in the use of Lead 
Safe-Work Practices

•Failure to become fully 
certified by MDEQ could 
result in costly penalties



RRP Work Practice 
Standards

• The Renovation, Repair and Painting 
Regulation covers:
– Setup work practices, such as posting 

signs containing the work area.
– Prohibited practices
– Cleanup practices and cleaning 

verifications
– Recordkeeping



Prohibited
Work Practices

• Open-flame burning or torching of lead-based paint is
prohibited;

• Machine sanding or grinding or abrasive blasting or
sandblasting of lead-based paint is prohibited unless used with
High Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA) exhaust control.

• Operating a heat gun on lead-based paint at temperatures
above 1100 degrees Fahrenheit or that chars the paint;

• Dry scraping of lead-based paint in most situations;



Steps to Protect the Resident

• Isolate the work area by restricting access
• Use disposable drop cloths
• Ensure no debris leaves the work area
• Bag up debris and contaminated materials for 

disposal
• Ensure no dust or debris remains at the end 

of the job



Steps to Protect Yourself
• Wear protective equipment

– Disposable coveralls
– Respiratory protection
– Safety glasses
– Disposable gloves

• Wet down the material being handled

• Thoroughly clean the area after completing the work

• Restrict access to the work area until cleaned
27



Basically the RRP Regulations 
Require

− Minimize the Dust
a) Wet-dry sandpaper, 
b) Sanding sponge
c) Plastic sheeting & tape
d) High efficient particle (HEPA) vacuum.

− Leave the Work Area Clean
a) HEPA Vacuum with attachments
b) Use wet-cleaning wipes & mops

− Control the Waste
a) Bag or wrap your waste at the work site and in the work 

area

http://www.google.com/url?source=imgres&ct=tbn&q=http://www.yankeefiber.com/fpss/slideshows/leadremovalslideshow/images/5-Lead%2520Removal.jpg&sa=X&ei=PAVOTIyhJoH_8AaP88Az&ved=0CAUQ8wc4iAQ&usg=AFQjCNF7b3tpDqpdLIRwmZ5HLWbBWmzA2Q


Lead-Based Paint 
Regulations Enforcement

• MDEQ has been authorized to enforce the Lead-
Based Paint Regulations 

• Those firms found to be non-compliant may be liable 
for civil penalties.

• Those firms who knowingly or willfully violate these 
regulations may be subject to additional civil 
penalties, criminal penalties, or both.



HEALTHY 
HOUSING IN 
HOMEBUYER 
COUNSELING



TYPES OF 
ONE-ON-ONE 
COUNSELING 
SERVICES

Homeless Assistance

Rental Counseling

Pre-purchase/ Homebuying

Home Maintenance and Financial Management for 
Homeowners (Non-Delinquency Post-Purchase)

Resolving or Preventing Mortgage Delinquency or 
Default



TYPES OF 
GROUP 
EDUCATION 
SERVICES

Financial literacy 
workshops, including 
home affordability, 

budgeting & 
understanding the use of 

credit

Predatory lending, loan 
scam or other fraud 

prevention workshops
Fair housing workshops

Homelessness prevention 
workshops Rental workshops Pre-purchase homebuyer 

education workshops

Non-delinquency post 
purchase workshop, 

including home 
maintenance and/or 

financial management

Mortgage delinquency 
workshops



WHAT CAN HOUSING COUNSELORS DO 
TO PROMOTE HEALTHY HOMES?

 Housing counselors play an important role in educating 
clients about how to purchase, rent, and maintain safe 
and healthy homes by: 
 Educating clients about lead-based paint, mold, and other 

potential hazards in the home
 Making families aware of the laws and regulations that are 

in place to protect them from these hazards
 Recommend steps and actions for preventing and 

addressing hazards



WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR COUNSELORS TO KNOW ABOUT 
HEALTHY HOMES? 

 They have a working knowledge of common household concerns and recommended practices for 
maintaining a safe and healthy home.

 Counselors are in a unique position understand their client’s needs and to help make sure their 
homes are safe, healthy, and free of hazards

 Counselors can advise clients on health concerns in the home: 

 Lead-based paint and lead hazards 

 Mold and moisture

 Radon

 Pests

 Home safety and injury prevention 

 Carbon monoxide



HOW COUNSELING AGENCIES SUPPORT AWARENESS OF 
HEALTHY HOUSING EDUCATION FOR HOMEBUYERS: 

 Discuss during counseling and education sessions:
 Hazards of lead-based paint

 Health risks and  how to identify paint in homes built prior to 1978

 How to remediate the home if lead-based paint is detected

 Housing risks (drinking water, toys and furniture) 

 Provide brochures, flyers, pamphlets, and online resources to potential homeowners and renters 
on healthy housing
 Protect your Family from Lead in Your Home) 

 Home inspection information is provided to all potential homebuyers
 For Your Protection Get a Home Inspection

 Ten Important Questions to Ask Your Home Inspector



EDUCATING CLIENTS ABOUT HEALTHY HOMES

 Homebuyers need information about their rights as purchasers and their ongoing responsibilities 
as property owners

 Homeowners need information on how to keep their homes healthy such as maintaining a clean, 
dry and well-ventilated home to avoid mold, pests, and air quality issues. 
 Owners of pre-1978 homes also need to know how to avoid creating lead hazards and their 

responsibilities under the Lead Disclosure Rule if they rent or sell their property. 

 Renters need to know the rights they have concerning healthy housing. These include recognizing 
hazards and reporting them to their landlords. 
 If they rent a pre-1978 unit, they need to k now what their rights are under the Lead Disclosure Rule and 

what to do if a child in the home is poisoned by lead

 If they receive rental assistance through a HUD program they should be educated about their rights to a 
decent, safe and sanitary unit and protections afforded by federal law.



HEALTHY HOMES – POST DISASTER

 Housing counselors can play a significant role post-disaster by helping clients navigate disaster 
recovery programs and addressing the hazards that typically arise post-disaster. 

 For example, people may need support addressing mold in their homes, hiring appropriate 
contractors, and using safe work practices for reconstruction. 

 On the HUD Exchange there is a Disaster Recovery Toolkit for guidance on counseling post-
disaster. 

 Disaster and Emergency News and Resources for Housing Counselors - HUD Exchange

 https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/housing-counseling/housing-counseling-disaster-
recovery-toolkit/

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/housing-counseling/disasters/emergency-news/#housing-counseling-disaster-resources
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/housing-counseling/housing-counseling-disaster-recovery-toolkit/


KEY AREAS WHERE COUNSELORS CAN HELP POST-DISASTER: 

 Financial assessment and planning

 Assess post-disaster financial situation

 Work with lenders and landlords to negotiate 
mortgage or rent forbearance. 

 Safeguard against fraud and scams

 Post-disaster resources and procedures

 Understand post-disaster programs that 
provide funding temporarily or permanently 
relocate to safer housing 

 Guidance for filing insurance claims

 Rebuilding Process

 Guidance on working with contractors 

 Guidance on rebuilding a healthy home –
addressing post disaster hazards such as 
mold or lead hazards.

 Maintaining their home to prevent damage 
and save on costs following a disaster

 Meeting other Health and Wellness needs



HUD’S NEW LEAD SAFE HOUSING AND HEALTHY HOMES LISTSERV

 The HUD Exchange has a new Lead Safe Housing and Healthy Homes Listserv that provides email 
updates on 

 Training opportunities

 Resources 

 Program support related to creating lead safe and healthy housing 

 Other topics include Lead Safe Housing Rule, Lead Disclosure Rule, and EPA’s Renovation, Repair 
and Painting Rule

 Sign up for the New Lead Safe Housing and Healthy Homes Listserv - HUD Exchange

https://www.hudexchange.info/news/sign-up-for-the-new-lead-safe-housing-and-healthy-homes-listserv/


HEALTHY HOME BASICS APP

 In 2016 HUD launched a new Healthy Homes App intended to show customers the basics of a 
healthy home

 The Healthy Homes app offers a convenient tool for users to learn about common health and 
safety risks in the home. It provides information on the potential hazards throughout a home in a 
format that is easy to understand

 The app helps familiarize users with the basic information on lead, indoor air quality , mold and 
other housing related hazards

 Toxins such as lead, asbestos, and household chemicals that are detrimental to health 

 Invisible poisonous gases such as carbon monoxide and radon

 The Healthy Home App is available via Apple iTunes and on Google Play 





RESOURCE MATERIALS
• Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

• Healthy Housing Toolkit: https://files.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/Healthy-
Housing-Toolkit-for-Housing-Counselors.pdf

• Post Disaster Resources: OLHCHH Disaster Recovery | HUD.gov / U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

• Homeowner’s and Renter’s Guide to Reducing Lead Hazards After Disasters: 
Homeowner's and Renter's Guide to Reducing Lead Hazards After Disasters (hud.gov)

• HUD EXCHANGE: https://www.hudexchange.info/

• HUD Approved Housing Counseling Agencies 
https://apps.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hcc/hcs.cfm?webListAction=search&searchstate=MS

https://files.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/Healthy-Housing-Toolkit-for-Housing-Counselors.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/healthy_homes/disasterrecovery
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/IEPWG_LEAD_FAMILY.PDF
https://www.hudexchange.info/
https://apps.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hcc/hcs.cfm?webListAction=search&searchstate=MS


RESOURCES CONTINUED…..
 HUD’s Housing Counseling Disaster Recovery Toolkit: 

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/housing-counseling/housing-
counseling-disaster-recovery-toolkit/operating/

 Everyone Deserves a Safe and Healthy Home PDF: 
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/STAKEHOLDER_EDSHH.PDF

 EPA - Protect Your Family from Lead in Your Home (English) | US EPA

 Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality: https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/

 Mississippi State Department of Health: 
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/44.html

 USDA Disaster Resource Center: https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/44.html

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/housing-counseling/housing-counseling-disaster-recovery-toolkit/operating/
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/STAKEHOLDER_EDSHH.PDF
https://www.epa.gov/lead/protect-your-family-lead-your-home-english
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/44.html
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/44.html


Mississippi Lead Poisoning 
Prevention and Healthy 

Homes (MSLPPHH)



LPPHHP Mission

• To develop sustainable partnerships and coordinate program activities that foster a healthy and safe 
home environment for families while reducing health disparities, promoting and advancing the 
health, well-being and safety of everyone in Mississippi.
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LPPHHP Purpose

• To provide practical prevention measures through care coordination, education, policy intervention, 
and risk reduction activities for children and their families.

46



MSLPPHHP Goal
• To identify children exposed to lead and implement interventions to reduce their 

exposure to lead and other environmental hazards.



MSLPPHH Care Coordination Services

• BLL 5-14 µg/dL education through mail and telephone
• BLL ≥10 µg/dL referral to Early Intervention Services and CYSHCN
• BLL ≥15 µg/dL home visit, environmental investigation and referrals



2016 Lead Poisoning High-Risk Counties 
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• Higher number of pre-1979 housing
• Higher number of children in poverty 
• Higher number of children with EBLLs
• Lower number of children tested for 

lead



Partnerships

• City of Jackson
• City of Hattiesburg
• Regional Housing Authorities 

• Tennessee Valley
• Region VIII
• Region IV 



QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
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Continue supporting 
#NLPPW2021



Thank You!
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www.ghhi.org @HealthyHousing GHHInational

Catherine Lee
clee@ghhi.org
(601) 345-2052

Dennis Kelly
dkelly@mdeq.ms.gov

(601) 961-5171 

Julie Brooks
julie.brooks@mshc.com
(601) 718-4621

Crystal Veazey
crystal.veazey@msdh.ms.gov

(601) 576-7447

http://www.ghhi.org/
https://twitter.com/HealthyHousing
https://www.facebook.com/GHHInational
mailto:bbrown@ghhi.org
mailto:julie.brooks@mshc.com
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